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Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
speaks in Washington on June 16, 2022. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)
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A group of doctors is urging top government officials to quickly reverse
recommendations that have left children in isolation for days and
advice that virtually every child get a COVID-19 vaccine.

“We strongly urge you to revise the CDC’s COVID-19 guidelines with
regards to testing, isolation, and vaccine recommendations for children
to ensure that public health policies are not doing more harm than
good,” the group, Urgency of Normal, wrote in a June 21 open letter to
Dr. Ashish Jha, the White House’s COVID-19 response coordinator, and
Dr. Rochelle Walensky, the director of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).

The CDC’s guidelines say that people, including children, who are
exposed to COVID-19 should quarantine for at least five days, and
encourage widespread COVID-19 testing.

The agency also recommends that all children 6 months of age or older
get a COVID-19 vaccine, following the recent authorization of the
Moderna and Pfizer shots for kids under 5.

The doctors noted that many European countries, U.S. states, and other
areas have updated COVID-19 policies to greatly reduce periods of
quarantine, COVID-19 testing frequency, and forced vaccination.

They’re asking U.S. officials to adapt to a “test-to-treat” approach,
which would focus on recommending vaccination and treatments to
those at the highest risk from COVID-19, which are primarily the
elderly and others with serious underlying health conditions.

The CDC should also change its vaccine recommendations, which have
led to vaccination mandates at colleges and even some lower-level
schools, to state that children getting a vaccine should be discussed
between the individual and their doctor.
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“The emergency phase of COVID-19 is over. We call upon the CDC to
update current guidelines to reflect the era of endemic management in
which COVID-19 infections are treated similarly to other seasonal
respiratory viruses, which do not require routine testing or isolation. It
is time to join our peer countries in recognizing the importance of
restoring equitable and maximal access to education, sports, and social
connectedness for all children. Their health and well-being depend on
it,” the group said.

The White House and the CDC did not return requests for comment.

Dr. Jeanne Noble, an associate professor of emergency medicine at the
University of California, San Francisco, and one of the doctors, told The
Epoch Times in an email that the group has not yet heard back from
the White House or the CDC.

“The timing of this letter is to push for normalization of children’s
social and extracurricular activities over the summer, so that our
highest need students can benefit from unfettered access to summer
enrichment programs and that all kids enjoy summer camps and
sports without exclusion based on testing and vaccination
requirements,” Noble said.

“It is our hope that moving beyond pandemic policies over the summer
will further pave the way for a full return to a normal school year in
the fall, free of COVID-specific restrictions.”



