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IN THEIR OWN WORDS…

Abortion/Life
Democratic Platform on Protecting Women’s Rights
Democrats will fight to guarantee equal rights for women, including by ratifying the Equal Rights Amendment and at long
last enshrining gender equality in the U.S. Constitution. We will take aggressive action to end pay inequality, …

Like the majority of Americans, Democrats believe every woman should be able to access high-quality reproductive health
care services, including safe and legal abortion. We oppose and will fight to overturn federal and state laws that create barriers
to women’s reproductive health and rights, including by repealing the Hyde Amendment and protecting and codifying the
right to reproductive freedom. …

Republican Platform on The Fifth Amendment: Protecting Human Life
The Constitution’s guarantee that no one can “be deprived of life, liberty or property” deliberately echoes the Declaration
of Independence’s proclamation that “all” are “endowed by their Creator” with the inalienable right to life. Accordingly, we
assert the sanctity of human life and affirm that the unborn child has a fundamental right to life which cannot be infringed.
We support a human life amendment to the Constitution and legislation to make clear that the Fourteenth Amendment’s
protections apply to children before birth.
We oppose the use of public funds to perform or promote abortion or to fund organizations, like Planned Parenthood, so
long as they provide or refer for elective abortions or sell fetal body parts rather than provide healthcare. …We oppose the
non-consensual withholding or withdrawal of care or treatment, including food and water, … just as we oppose euthanasia
and assisted suicide.
We applaud the U.S. House of Representatives for leading the effort to add enforcement to the Born-Alive Infant Protection
Act by passing the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act, which imposes appropriate civil and criminal penalties on
healthcare providers who fail to provide treatment and care to an infant who survives an abortion, including early induction
delivery whether the death of the infant is intended. We strongly oppose infanticide. …
We call on Congress to ban sex-selection abortions and abortions based on disabilities — discrimination in its most lethal
form. We oppose embryonic stem cell research.
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Marriage/Family
Democratic Platform on Protecting LGBTQ+ Rights/Health
… We will fight to enact the Equality Act and at last outlaw discrimination against LGBTQ+ people in housing, public
accommodations, access to credit, education, jury service, and federal programs. We will work to ensure LGBTQ+ people are
not discriminated against when seeking to adopt or foster children, protect LGBTQ+ children from bullying and assault, and
guarantee transgender students’ access to facilities based on their gender identity. …

Recognizing that LGBTQ+ youth and adults suffer from significant health disparities, including mental health and substance
use disorders, Democrats will expand mental health and suicide prevention services, and ban harmful “conversion therapy”
practices. We will ensure that all transgender and non-binary people can procure official government identification documents
that accurately reflect their gender identity.
…guarantee that LGBTQ+ people and those living with HIV/AIDS have full access to needed health care and resources,
including by requiring that federal health plans provide coverage for HIV/AIDS testing and treatment and HIV prevention
medications like PrEP and PEP, gender confirmation surgery, and hormone therapy.

Republican Platform on Marriage, Family and Society
[The American family] is the foundation of civil society, and the cornerstone of the family is natural marriage, the union of
one man and one woman. … Strong families, depending upon God and one another, advance the cause of liberty by lessening
the need for government in their daily lives.
Children raised in a two-parent household tend to be physically and emotionally healthier, more likely to do well in school,
less likely to use drugs and alcohol, engage in crime or become pregnant outside of marriage. We oppose policies and laws that
create a financial incentive for or encourage cohabitation. Moreover, marriage remains the greatest antidote to child poverty.
The 40 percent of children who now are born outside of marriage are five times more likely to live in poverty than youngsters
born and raised by a mother and father in the home. Nearly three-quarters of the $450 billion government annually spends
on welfare goes to single-parent households. This is what it takes for a governmental village to raise a child, and the village is
doing a tragically poor job of it.
The data and the facts lead to an inescapable conclusion: Every child deserves a married mom and dad. … We honor the
courageous efforts of those who bear the burdens of parenting alone and embrace the principle that all Americans should
be treated with dignity and respect. But respect is not enough. Our laws and our government’s regulations should recognize
marriage as the union of one man and one woman and actively promote married family life as the basis of a stable and
prosperous needs and strengths of the family.

Immigration
Democratic Platform on on Creating a 21st Century Immigration System
Democrats will rescind President Trump’s fabricated “National Emergency,” which siphons funding away from our men and
women in uniform to construct an unnecessary, wasteful, and ineffective wall on the southern border.
We will immediately terminate the Trump Administration’s discriminatory travel and immigration bans that
disproportionately impact Muslim, Arab, and African people, and invite those whose visas have been denied under these
xenophobic and un-American policies to re-apply to come to the United States.

We will reinstate, expand, and streamline protections for Dreamers and the parents of American citizen children to keep
families together in the communities they have long called home.

Republican Platform on Immigration and the Rule of Law

Our immigration system must protect American working families and their wages, for citizens and legal immigrants alike, in
a way that will improve the economy. …
America’s immigration policy must serve the national interest of the United States, and the interests of American workers
must be protected over the claims of foreign nationals seeking the same jobs. … We oppose any form of amnesty for those
who, by breaking the law, have disadvantaged those who have obeyed it.
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Republican Platform on Immigration and the Rule of Law (continued...)

That is why we support building a wall along our southern border and protecting all ports of entry. … We insist upon
workplace enforcement of verification systems so that more jobs can be available to all legal workers. Use of the E-verify
program — an internet-based system that verifies the employment authorization and identity of employees — must be
made mandatory nationwide. We reaffirm our endorsement of the SAVE program — Systematic Alien Verification for
Entitlements — to ensure that public funds are not given to persons not legally present in this country. We demand tough
penalties against those who engage in identity theft, deal in fraudulent documents, and traffic in human beings. …
Because “sanctuary cities” violate federal law and endanger their own citizens, they should not be eligible for federal funding.
Using state licenses to reward people in the country illegally is an affront to the rule of law and must be halted.

Judiciary
Democratic Platform on Protecting Americans’ Civil Rights
Democrats are committed to ending discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, religion, language, gender,
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability status. We will appoint U.S. Supreme Court justices and federal judges
who look like America, are committed to the rule of law, will uphold individual civil rights and civil liberties as essential
components of a free and democratic society, and will respect and enforce foundational precedents, including Brown v. Board
of Education and Roe v. Wade.

Republican Platform on The Judiciary
We condemn attempts by activist judges at any level of government to seize the power of the purse from the people’s elected
representatives by ordering higher taxes. …
A critical threat to our country’s constitutional order is an activist judiciary that usurps powers properly reserved to the people
through other branches of government.
We support the appointment of judges who respect traditional family values and the sanctity of innocent human life.
In Obergefell, five unelected lawyers robbed 320 million Americans of their legitimate constitutional authority to define
marriage as the union of one man and one woman. The Court twisted the meaning of the Fourteenth Amendment beyond
recognition. To echo Scalia, we dissent. We, therefore, support the appointment of justices and judges who respect the
constitutional limits on their power and respect the authority of the states to decide such fundamental social questions.

Religious Liberty
Democratic Platform on Supporting Faith and Service
Religious freedom is a core American value and a core value of the Democratic Party. …and recognize the… paramount
importance of maintaining the separation between church and state enshrined in our Constitution.

…We will reject the Trump Administration’s use of broad religious exemptions to allow businesses, medical providers,
social service agencies, and others to discriminate. … We will confront white nationalist terrorism and combat hate crimes
perpetrated against religious minorities.

Democrats also recognize that, to fully confront the legacy of systemic and structural racism, it is time to examine, confront
and dismantle the government programs, policies and practices that have unfairly targeted American Muslims as security
threats. We condemn the decades-long campaign to demonize and dehumanize the Muslim faith community, which has led
to increased rates of violence and discrimination targeting American Muslims or those perceived to be Muslim. We will hold
accountable those who engage in or enable violent or other illegal activity targeting religious minorities, including by directing
the federal government to address the growing and violent threat of white supremacist, neo-Nazi and anti-government
groups.

Republican Platform on The First Amendment: Religious Liberty
The Bill of Rights lists religious liberty, with its rights of conscience, as the first freedom to be protected. Religious freedom in
the Bill of Rights protects the right of the people to practice their faith in their everyday lives. As George Washington taught,
“religion and morality are indispensable supports” to a free society. Similarly, Thomas Jefferson declared that “No provision in
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Republican Platform on The First Amendment: Religious Liberty (continued...)
our Constitution ought to be dearer to man than that which protects the rights of conscience against the enterprises of the
civil authority.” …
We pledge to defend the religious beliefs and rights of conscience of all Americans and to safeguard religious institutions
against government control.

Education

Democratic Platform on Providing a World-Class Education in Every Zip Code
…ensure that every child, everywhere, is able to receive a world-class education that enables them to lead meaningful
lives, no matter their race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, religion, disability status, language status,
immigration or citizenship status, ...

…Democrats also support raising early childhood standards and providing ongoing professional development for early
childhood educators, to ensure that children’s academic, social development, behavioral, and cognitive needs are being met. …
…We will also support wraparound health care and nutrition services, before- and after-school programs, …

… We will equip students with the knowledge and skills to understand complex scientific issues, counter the rising tide of
denialism by promoting environmental and climate literacy, and reverse the Trump Administration's cuts to the National
Environmental Education Act.

…Democrats oppose private school vouchers and other policies that divert taxpayer-funded resources away from the public
school system, ...
… Democrats will make sure schools do not engage in, and appropriately address, discrimination, bullying and harassment
related to sex, including sexual orientation and gender identity; race; national origin; immigration or citizenship status;
religion; disability; and language status. We will protect the rights of transgender students.
…Democrats will fight to significantly increase pay and benefits for all educators, …

…we will make public colleges and universities tuition-free for students whose families earn less than $125,000 ....

Democrats support making community colleges and trade schools tuition-free for all students, including Dreamers.

… For those earning less than $125,000, we support forgiving all undergraduate tuition-related federal student debt…

Republican Platform on A Chance for Every Child
Education is much more than schooling. It is the whole range of activities by which families and communities transmit to a
younger generation, not just knowledge and skills, but ethical and behavioral norms and traditions. It is the handing over of
a cultural identity. … At the heart of the American Experiment lies the greatest political expression of human dignity: The
self evident truth that “all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” That truth rejects the dark view of the individual as human
capital — a possession for the creation of another’s wealth.
Parents are a child’s first and foremost educators, and have primary responsibility for the education of their children. … We
support a constitutional amendment to protect that right from interference by states, the federal government, or international
bodies such as the United Nations. We reject a one size-fits-all approach to education and support a broad range of choices
for parents and children at the state and local level. We likewise repeat our longstanding opposition to the imposition of
national standards and assessments, encourage the parents and educators who are implementing alternatives to Common
Core, and congratulate the states which have successfully repealed it. …
… A good understanding of the Bible being indispensable for the development of an educated citizenry, we encourage state
legislatures to offer the Bible in a literature curriculum as an elective in America’s high schools. …

Republican Platform on Choice in Education
We support options for learning, including home-schooling, career and technical education, private or parochial schools,
magnet schools, charter schools, online learning, and early-college high schools. We especially support the innovative
financing mechanisms that make options available to all children: education savings accounts (ESAs), vouchers, and tuition
tax credits. …
Sources: National Democratic Party Platform
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